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CHAPTER V.
THE POLITY AND GOVERNMENT OF THE SAVAGES.

HERE can be no more polity than there is Com-
monwealth, [50] since polity is nothing else than
the regulation and government of the Common-

wealth. Now these Savages not having a great Com-
monwealth, either in number of people, since they are
few; nor in wealth, since they are poor, only living
from hand to mouth; nor in ties and bonds of union,
since they are scattered and wandering; cannot have
great polity. Yetthey cannot do without it since they
are men and brethren. So what they have is this.
There is the Sagamore, who is the eldest son of some
powerful family, and consequently also its chief
and leader. All the young people of the family are
at his table and in his retinue; it is also his duty to
provide dogs for the chase, canoes for transportation,
provisions and reserves for bad weather and expedi-
tions. The young people [51] flatter him, hunt, and
serve their apprenticeship under him, not being al-
lowed to have anything before they are married, for
then only can they have a dog and a bag; that is,
have something of their own, and do for themselves.
Nevertheless they continue to live under the authori-
ty of the Sagamore, and very often in his company;
as also do several others who have no relations, or
those who of their own free will place themselves un-
der his protection and guidance, being themselves
weak and without a following. Now all that the



